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a thousand years. The thirst for study is an aristocratic thirst.
Study, like the family and love, engenders the desire for property.
We must extirpate that desire; we must develop drunkenness, cancan
dances, a corruption at present unimagined; we must strangle the
geniuses in their cradle. All this in order to reach complete equality.
But we need further convulsions; that is our business, we leaders oi'
the movement. We require obedience and complete impersonality.
When every thirty years Scigalef gives the signal for convulsions,
every one must prepare to devour his neighbour; but only up to a
certain point, only in order to avoid boredom, for boredom is an
aristocratic sensation.1

We can understand how the intellectual Russian of the
nineteenth century, embracing with enthusiasm alien Western
social ideals, resembled the 'reformed9 Christian of the sixteenth,
but whereas the latter had three hundred years during which
to drift from religious enthusiasm to materialism and behaviour-
ism and the same time to build up a liberal and humanitarian
civilization, the former had barely half a century. Intellectual
and social movements progress far more rapidly now than they
did three hundred years ago. Meanwhile the established order
made few concessions to the four classes who in one way or another
were influenced by Western ideas, the bourgeoisie, the peasants,
the workers, and the oppressed races within the Empire. In
the West both the political and social orders were sufficiently
enlightened and pliable to absorb with little fuss part of the
teaching of Marx, but in Russia there was -no outlet and no
hope. In every social movement it is always the extremists
who show most religious fervour, but in general the great weight
of 'capitalized' common sense which supports the moderates
counterbalances this fervour. In Russia, on the contrary, the
Tzarist autocracy had to look to the old religion rather than to
common sense for support. It was only to be expected that the
clash would come between the old religion and a new extremism
which commanded a greater degree of religious fervour. The
internal anarchy caused by the Great War and the masterful
genius of Lenin gave the extremists a victory far easier than

1 Arnaudo, op. cit, p. 204.